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DDDAAAFFFFFFOOODDDIIILLL   EEEDDDIIITTTIIIOOONNN   

   
   

Announcing: 
 

Anthology IIIAnthology IIIAnthology IIIAnthology III    
ORDER YOUR COPIES NOORDER YOUR COPIES NOORDER YOUR COPIES NOORDER YOUR COPIES NOW!W!W!W!    

(Or we won’t be able to pay the printer!)(Or we won’t be able to pay the printer!)(Or we won’t be able to pay the printer!)(Or we won’t be able to pay the printer!)    
Our Anthology III is now at theOur Anthology III is now at theOur Anthology III is now at theOur Anthology III is now at the printers and will be available in 4 or 5  printers and will be available in 4 or 5  printers and will be available in 4 or 5  printers and will be available in 4 or 5 

weeks.weeks.weeks.weeks.     The price has been set at $12.00 each and if you want to reserve a copy  The price has been set at $12.00 each and if you want to reserve a copy  The price has been set at $12.00 each and if you want to reserve a copy  The price has been set at $12.00 each and if you want to reserve a copy 
or copies, please send your check to Writers of Kern in the correct amount.or copies, please send your check to Writers of Kern in the correct amount.or copies, please send your check to Writers of Kern in the correct amount.or copies, please send your check to Writers of Kern in the correct amount.        
Please note on your check this is for the Anthology and hPlease note on your check this is for the Anthology and hPlease note on your check this is for the Anthology and hPlease note on your check this is for the Anthology and how many books you ow many books you ow many books you ow many books you 
wish to reserve. Send your remittance to WOK, P.O. Box 22335, Bakersfield, wish to reserve. Send your remittance to WOK, P.O. Box 22335, Bakersfield, wish to reserve. Send your remittance to WOK, P.O. Box 22335, Bakersfield, wish to reserve. Send your remittance to WOK, P.O. Box 22335, Bakersfield, 
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CA 93390 and your name and amount of books ordered will be placed on our CA 93390 and your name and amount of books ordered will be placed on our CA 93390 and your name and amount of books ordered will be placed on our CA 93390 and your name and amount of books ordered will be placed on our 
list of reserved copies.list of reserved copies.list of reserved copies.list of reserved copies.     If you have any questions e If you have any questions e If you have any questions e If you have any questions e----mail mail mail mail mispegg@aol.commispegg@aol.commispegg@aol.commispegg@aol.com, or , or , or , or 
call 399call 399call 399call 399----0423. From a peek here and there it looks like this will be our best one 0423. From a peek here and there it looks like this will be our best one 0423. From a peek here and there it looks like this will be our best one 0423. From a peek here and there it looks like this will be our best one 
yet.yet.yet.yet.    

   
NNNEEEWWW   MMMEEEEEETTTIIINNNGGG   LLLOOOCCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN:::   
Wyndham Garden Hotel 
3001 Buck Owens Blvd 

Bakersfield, CA 
����All  future Writers of Kern meetings will be held at this location 

 
Next Meeting: April 19, 10:30 

 
 

Willma Gore will present: “A Lifetime of Writing For Fun, Love and 

Profit” 

Willma’s writing has been published in more than 75 national and regional journals 
through 60 years of freelancing. She has written seven, and shared the byline on 
an additional 12, children’s books. Her adult nonfiction book for the better half of 
life, Just Pencil Me In—Your Guide to Moving and Getting Settled After 60 was 
published by Quill Driver Books, Sanger, California in 2002. Her humorous novel, 
Something’s Leaking Upstairs came out in May 2005 with Publish America. A second 
book for Quill Driver, Long-Distance Grand-Parenting was released by Quill Driver 
Books in November 2007. 

Don’t Don’t Don’t Don’t 
forgetforgetforgetforget    �
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Willma has spoken to writer groups and libraries in 25 cities in California, Nevada 
and Arizona. Her humorous talks include lessons from a “A Lifetime of Writing for 
Love, Fun and Profit” and what you can sell while you are “Waiting to Market Your 
Great American Novel.” 

 
 

� The Los Angeles Times Festival of Books returns to the UCLA campus the weekend of 
April 26 and 27. One of the largest literary events in the nation, the Festival, now in its 13th year, 
always draws tens of thousands of visitors. The program is packed with authors, panels and 
entertainment, and it's all free except for a modest cost for parking ($8.00).   
 
The California Writers Club will again be hosting a booth at this exciting and fun event. We're in 
space No. 619, the same as last year. It's a lovely spot under the shade of 100-year-old trees and 
across from the LA Times Stage--a great location. 
 
We are asking for volunteers to man the booth for two hour shifts on either Saturday (10-6) or 
Sunday (10-5). Your job: chat, have fun, hand out CWC brochures, and direct interested visitors 
to their nearest branch.   
 
 
If you are interested in volunteering for a two-hour shift, please email me at 
Cyndycat1234@aol.com. I will be setting up a schedule of volunteers on a first-come-first-
served basis. For more information of the Festival of Books, go to: 
http://www.latimes.com/extras/festivalofbooks/ 

 

 
 

When you sell a man a book, you don't sell him 12 ounces of paper and ink 

and glue - you sell him a whole new life. - Christopher Morley (American writer 
and editor 1890-1957) 
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Bakersfield College 
2007-2008 Eminent Speaker Series Presents 
 

Natalie GoldbergNatalie GoldbergNatalie GoldbergNatalie Goldberg    
Natalie will be reading and discussing her latest book “Old Friend from Far Away: The “Old Friend from Far Away: The “Old Friend from Far Away: The “Old Friend from Far Away: The 

Practice of Writing Memoir”Practice of Writing Memoir”Practice of Writing Memoir”Practice of Writing Memoir”    
 

ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday,,,, April 3, 2008 April 3, 2008 April 3, 2008 April 3, 2008 6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. 
Reception and Book Signing To Follow    

Bakersfield College, Fine Arts Room 30    
FreeFreeFreeFree----Open to the PublicOpen to the PublicOpen to the PublicOpen to the Public    

Sponsored by BC Foundation, Wylie and May Louise Jones Endowment 
and Finlinson Endowment 

 

 

 
 

Members Write 
Contributions from fellow WOKers 

 
Presidents’ Column 
Carol Black 

It doesn’t matter how 
many workshops or 
conferences I go to, I 
always learn 
something.  Toward 

the end of my career I didn’t wanted to go to 
the classes that were offered because I 
thought I knew it all by then.  Wrong!  I 
always came away with a new bit of 
knowledge that I hadn’t known before.  That 
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is the case after our Writer’s Workshop at 
our March meeting.  How much can there be 
to learn about writing?  My answer to that 
is; lots.  There is much to learn about 
writing, publishing, and marketing…  where 
to get ideas...  what do I do with the 
manuscript after it’s finished.  And, the 
questions go on.   

From Mike Russo, I learned that today’s 
market is not what it was even last year.  
People are not buying books when they have 
to pay more for gas, groceries, and 
everything else that keeps our households 
going.  I’ve seen that already in the sales of 
my own novel.   

The most interesting bit of information I 
learned at our workshop was from Publisher 

Stephen Mettee.  He told us that the book 
tables at the front of the bookstores are sold 
to publishers.  I did not know that!  That’s 
why we see only the big publishers books as 
we enter stores like Barnes and Noble and 
Borders, and probably even Russo’s. In a 
subtle way, those publishers are telling the 
public what to buy.  We never see our books 
on the “new release” tables because we are 
not published by the big guys.  Now I know 
why I find our books off to the side or in the 
back of the store.   

So, going to a workshop is a valuable 
experience.  I always come away with 
something new.

 

 

Miss Peg Gives the Lowdown on the  Workshop 
 
Many 
kudos 
to the 
Board 
of 

Directors for the 
marvelous 
Workshop.  Donnalee 
for finding our new 
place to meet and 
the pretty plants 
for the raffle, 
Margie Custer for 
acquiring 3 
wonderful guest 

speakers, Camille 
Gavin for her great 
article in the 
Californian which 
brought in some new 
people, Sandy for 
collecting at the 
door and selling our 
donation tickets, and 
Carol Black for 
keeping us on time. 
It turned out great 
and everyone I 
talked to thoroughly 
enjoyed it.   

Mike Russo opened 
up the morning with 
his welcome talk.  
Such a wonderful 
friend to local 
authors.  He also 
brought some of the 
books from his store 
which would benefit 
writers and sold 
them at a discount.   
Lisa Lobosso had all 
of us laughing as we 
tried to exchange 
articles and break 
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loose from the usual 
and delve into the 
different areas of 
our brains.   
As usual, Marilyn 
Meridith gave a 
super duper slueth 
presentation about 
writing mysteries, 
telling us how 
she even rides along 
with police officers 
to get the up- close 
feeling of what goes 
on during patroling 
and answering calls.  
She uses these 
experiences and is 
able to transform 
some of them into 
stories for her 

mystery books.  
Steven Mettee did 
his thing on non-
fiction.  Owner and 
publisher of Quill 
Driver Press in the 
Fresno area, he is 
well versed in what 
makes a great book 
and shared his 
knowlege with the 
group. His ideas 
were aimed at what 
a publisher or agent 
is looking for when 
they receive a 
manuscript. 
All in all, the 
morning was full of 
new ideas we as 
writers can use.  

That's what it's all 
about, learning, 
learning and learning 
more.  It will take a 
while to digest all 
the information we 
received from these 
speakers and their 
experience will help 
in our own quest for 
publication of that 
great novel, travel 
book, how-to book, 
memoirs, book of 
poems, or whatever 
we are working on. 
See you again next 
year!     Peg

         
 

 
 

Abandoned-By-The-Sea 
Part 6 
Joe Tomasi 

Since we had used up a day looking at moldy old houses in the woods, 
we were forced to drive straight home, only stopping for gas, restroom 
breaks, and food. Since Bandon-By-The-Sea straddled Highway One, 
we opted to take the ocean route home, rather than driving back to I-5. 
It was at least a 20 hour drive, so we decided to split up the driving. I 
have to admit that when it comes to driving along coastal roads, I’m a 
wimp, especially Highway One with its heart-stopping cliffs.  And so I 
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was elected to have the last shift behind the wheel, when we had passed what I considered “the 
bad part of the road.” 

Sometime after midnight, we were on a windy road in the middle of a forest of coastal redwoods. 
 I had been driving for over an hour and the others were sound asleep. I began to notice that there 
were absolutely no cars, and I didn’t know it at the time, but I had taken the wrong turn. Like or 
not, we were crossing the mountains, heading toward I-5. Picture this, alone on a road with no 
other traffic, no lights, impenetrable trees, and ground fog drifting across the road. It was spooky, 
but if that wasn’t bad enough, we had been talking about Big Foot all that evening. It was no 
surprise that my over-active imagination went into high gear. 

Now, everyone was asleep and I had turned off the radio so that I could concentrate on the road. 
I kept speeding up, and slowing down when I encountered the drifting fog or steered around 
trees. I was scared, I was half asleep, and by this time I was certain that we were lost. And what 
did I do? Why, I kept driving further into the mountains, instead of turning around like a rational 
person would have done. The only saving grace was the fact that I wasn’t on a straight road, 
where I might have fallen asleep. Oh no, that roller coaster of a road was anything but straight. It 
went up and down hills, up and down, constantly winding around trees, and beyond my 
headlights was absolute dark.  I had driven to the top of a hill and back down into a small valley, 
when the road made a sharp turn to start up the next rise. Suddenly, my lights played on a huge 
figure leaning over the road, some twenty yards from us. It was at least ten feet tall with arms 
outstretched to grab an unsuspecting motorist. I screamed, “Big Foot!” slammed on the brakes 
and put the Honda into a spin on the slick road. Imagine trying to keep your eyes on a stationary 
object while you’re spinning around and around. We made two complete turns and how we 
didn’t hit a tree I’ll never know, but when we finally came to a stop we were right underneath the 
outstretched arms of the Big Foot we were screaming our heads off. But, being eternally rational, 
Debbie was the first to bring to our attention that this was someone’s joke. It seemed that Big 
Foot was carved out of a massive tree stump. 

Our hearts were beating so hard that it took some time before we were able to resume our 
journey, but before we pulled back onto the road, Alex said, “Where on Earth are we?” I started 
to reply, “I don’t think we’re in Kansas, Toto,” but the glares I got told me to keep quiet. Instead, 
I mumbled an apology, traded seats with Alex, and we turned around and started back down the 
hill. 

How we kept ending up in “B” movie plots is beyond me. We hadn’t even gotten home from our 
fact-finding trip and had already aged ten years each. At this point all we wanted was to be back 
in good old familiar Bakersfield. Was it really worth it pursuing the Oregon dream? Who knows, 
but some of our family and friends thought we should have been committed. Looking back, I 
wish they had!  
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ARE YOU WRITING YOUR MEMOIRS? 
By Donnalee Huffman 
        
If you are writing your memoirs, I have 
found a book to that will help you. I was 
lucky enough to win one of the door prizes 
the Writers of Kern give out each 
meeting. In the prize package, I found a 
book about writing your life. I have looked 
at several books published on the subject, 
but this is a true find. 
  
          Writing About Your Life, a Journey 
into the Past, was written by William 
Zinsser, the author of On Writing Well. 
Zinsser is a writer, editor and teacher. He 
began his career with the New York Tribune 
and has since written regularly for leading 
magazines. His 17 books, in addition to On 
Writing Well, include books on the art of 
writing. 
  
         I am sure that most or our members 
know that I have a problem of writing 
factually and not emotionally. I have heard, 
many times, "You've had such an interesting 
life. When are your going to write your 
memoir?" Well, I have really had an 
interesting life. But, I found out in reading 
this wonderful book that an interesting life 
doesn't make a memoir. Even famous people 
didn't have an interesting life until they were 
plummeted into the public realm, either by 
news events or the entertainment world. 

  
          The main point in writing your life is 
wondering if there is an interesting story to 
tell. Zinsser pointed out story telling is the 
object of every book. Readers don't just 
want statistics, where you were born, how 
much you weighed, what is your ancestry. 
Readers want to read stories. They want to 
be entertained. Zinsser stressed it's not what 
you did in a situation, but how your situation 
affected you. 
  
          Try to convey a sense of enjoyment 
for your readers. I re-read some of my own 
memoir and found it boring. It was factual, 
but not enjoyable. I then attempted writing 
about a trip to my grandmother's house. The 
trip wasn't the essence of the story. The 
people I traveled with were the focal point. I 
was a young traveler with miserable twin 
boys. It was fun writing this sequence and I 
found even more enjoyable when I re-read 
it. 
  
          Based on the information that Mr. 
Zinsser pointed out in his book, I am re-
writing my memoirs for the pleasure of my 
prospective readers. 
  
          I hope all of you have happy trips in 
your writing.

 

 
 

Finding a Soft Rock 
By David L Norris

Each year at this time, I 
continue the quest 
originally begun by my 
mother, Blanche Lillian 
Norris, by returning to 

Arvin to attend the community Easter 

Sunrise Service.  This quest required us to 
get to “The Cross” near dawn on Easter 
morning, so that we could find that one 
perfect, soft rock, on which to sit for the 
Service.  Never mind, that arriving early 
meant that we had to sit on that cold rock up 
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to an hour longer; you still had “That one 
perfect soft rock-chair.”   

As kids, we liked getting there early 
anyway, because this meant that we got to 
play with our friends and classmates, many 
who we had not seen for a whole week.  All 
of us were suffering from playground 
withdrawal, because it was nearing the end 
of our weeklong Easter Break.  Yes, Easter 
Break, before it was changed to the 
politically correct, “Spring Break” that has 
come to represent wildness, drunkenness, 
excess and debauchery, rather than a time of 
rejoice for the world, heralding the rebirth of 
Jesus Christ and a time of hope 
for us all. 

We would climb to the top of 
rocky hill, where the old, 
battered, wooden cross that had 
been painted white stood 15 feet 
atop the rock outcropping.  “The 
Cross,” has been a distinguished 
Arvin landmark for over 80 
years.  Sitting at the base of the 
cross, we would peer out and 
wave at our friends as they arrived, 
encouraging them to come join us at the top.  
Seldom did they need much encouragement.  
Then, we would go around to the far side of 
the hill from where the service was held.  
We would run up and down the hills playing 
tag and rolling in the tall wet grass getting 
our new Easter clothes heavily grass-stained.  
Eventually, family members would call us 
back around the hill near time to begin the 
service. 

Next, we would hide colorfully decorated 
hardboiled Easter eggs that our mothers had 
prepared late last night.  We would then help 
the little kids find the eggs amongst the 
smaller rocks and tall grass near the parking 
area.  The toddlers would walk around, each 
carrying a pastel-colored woven reed basket, 

inlaid with green cellophane grass, 
unsteadily bending over to pick up a egg 
here and there, dropping them into their 
baskets before continuing to the next egg.  
There would be half-a-dozen teenagers, 
pointing and guiding the little ones toward 
eggs that they had walked past.  The small 
kids were not sure what this egg hunting was 
about.  Their eyes were still heavily laden 
with sleep, having been awoken so early on 
such a crisp spring Sunday morning. 

Finally, the music would begin to play and 
all of us would be called back to their 
respective families.  Some families were 
huddled in lawn chairs, others sitting or 

leaning against rocks.   I always 
huddled up next to my mother, 
sitting on her perfect, soft rock, 
with her arms wrapped around me, 
protecting me from the morning 
wind that always blows up there at 
dawn.   

The various pastors would begin 
preaching their sermons, 
interwoven with music from 

various local artists and musicians.  One 
year in particular that I remember, my 
pastor, Reverend Arthur Bomers of the 
Arvin Congregational Church was the final 
speaker for the Sunrise service.  At the 
crescendo of his sermon, the height of 
tension and excitement, the sun rose over 
Bear Mountain behind us and lit the cross so 
bright, that it hurt your eyes to stare at it.  
However, at the same time, we were all 
transfixed.  We could not take our eyes off 
the cross.  It seemed as if the cross were 
white hot and would explode in our faces 
any minute.   

We all knew in our heart of hearts, that it 
was true, the Lord had arisen and mankind 
had been indeed saved.  I have attended 
many services since then.  Many changes 
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have been instituted to include more people 
from our community.  But, I will always 
remember that particular Easter and the start 

of my religious journey and the quest to find 
that one, perfect, soft rock.

 

 

Marty’s Muse 
Something to think about . . . 
April 2008  

 
Precious memories, how they linger 
How they ever flood my soul 
In the stillness of the midnight 
Precious sacred scenes unfold 
 (Precious Memories - Music & Lyrics by J.B.F. Wright © 1996 Stamps-
 Baxter Music & Printing Co. All Rights Reserved) 
 
Memoirs (fr L. memoria, memory). We read them, we listen to them, some 

of us write them. The Writers of Kern even has a writers group dedicated to them. So how does 
one go about gathering and recording those precious memories? Here are some hints and 
guidelines I have picked up along the way. These are also good techniques for conducting 
interviews when gathering resource material for other writing projects: 

1. Pick your source – Well, of course. You have to decide who you will interview. For 
memoir or genealogical (family history) writing, it could be a close relative or family 
friend.  For a news story or magazine article, it would be a subject matter expert. (Well, a 
relative could be a subject matter expert, too, when it comes to family history.) 

2. Put together a list of questions – Know what you want to know, and what you will ask 
prior to going to the interview. Sometimes it’s helpful to your subject matter expert if you 
provide this list a few days before the interview. 

3. Get a recorder – No, not the musical instrument precursor to the flute. The recording 
device. Don’t rely solely on your ability to take notes There are many high quality, low 
cost, digital micro-recorders on the market these days; but you can use a plain, old 
fashion tape model, too. Heck, your kids might even find it an interesting excursion into 
the Dark Ages if you dig out that old Sony reel-to-reel. Some points to remember when 
recording 

a. Always get permission before recording the interview. 
b. Place the device or microphone where it will pick up the voices clearly. On the 

table between the interviewer and interviewee, no more than about 2 feet from 
either. If using a hand-held mike, hold it about 8-10 inches from the speaker, and 
remember to switch from interviewer to interviewee depending on who is 
speaking. 

c. Be aware of and try to minimize any background noise or noise caused by 
handling the mike. Some noise distractions: radios, TVs, children in the house, 
traffic, phones, nervous fiddling with jewelry or tapping. 
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d. Test the recorder to make certain it is working and to get the best recording and 
sound levels. 

4. Bring a camera – digital, Polaroid™, or cheapie-but-goodie-single-use. Digital or 
Polaroid™ are best, because you can preview on the spot, and take another if the first is 
unsatisfactory. 

5. Pick a quiet, comfortable place - For a family interview, the kitchen table is always a 
good one – although this might not be the most noise-free zone. For other types of 
interviews, an office is good, but again, not always practical. You’ll just have to do the 
best you can with this one. 

6. Use your question list - But don’t hold rigidly to it. If a question leads to something 
important or interesting, stick with that until the subject is covered. [Remember, though, 
you control the interview. If the interviewee is getting sidetracked, use your question list 
to get back on track. This is especially important when interviewing for news or 
magazine articles.] 

7. Wrap up and follow up – Ask if the interviewee would like to add anything else, and 
thank your source. Follow up later with a thank you note, and perhaps a copy of the story 
or article. 

 
Other suggestions: 

1. Listen closely. Look the person in the eye, nod your head, smile. Pay attention! 
2. Create a comfortable atmosphere by being yourself 
3. Don’t be afraid to ask, but respect the person’s privacy. If the person does not wish to 

answer a question, don’t press harder. (This is especially important when interviewing 
family members. For other experts, rephrase the question in a way that is acceptable to 
the one being interviewed.) 

4. Be courteous 
5. Be curious, honest, open-minded 
6. Take notes 
7. Get the person’s personal data (name, relationship to family, job title, etc.) and spell the 

names correctly 
 
Happy writing! 
Marty “Ah-yes-I-remember-it-well” Gorsching 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Any man who can write a page of living prose adds something Any man who can write a page of living prose adds something Any man who can write a page of living prose adds something Any man who can write a page of living prose adds something 
to our life, and the man who can, as I can, is surely the last to to our life, and the man who can, as I can, is surely the last to to our life, and the man who can, as I can, is surely the last to to our life, and the man who can, as I can, is surely the last to 
resent someone who can do it even better. An artist cannot resent someone who can do it even better. An artist cannot resent someone who can do it even better. An artist cannot resent someone who can do it even better. An artist cannot 
deny art, nor would deny art, nor would deny art, nor would deny art, nor would he want to. A lover cannot deny lovehe want to. A lover cannot deny lovehe want to. A lover cannot deny lovehe want to. A lover cannot deny love. 
  -Raymond Chandler 
  American writer, author of detective fiction,1888-1959 
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[We have contributions from a couple of workshop attendees, poems that grew out of 

the little challenge presented by LisaAnn LoBasso. The first is from Larry Meggazi, who 

says of his poem, “It is a weird poem, just what popped to mind.” The second is from 

Annis Cassells, who remarked, “It was fun and motivating.” A tip of the editor’s hat and 

kudos to both authors.] 

    
ZIGGYZIGGYZIGGYZIGGY    
        
A declaration of my desire to beA declaration of my desire to beA declaration of my desire to beA declaration of my desire to be    
treated like a human being.treated like a human being.treated like a human being.treated like a human being.    
That was the message on Ziggy'sThat was the message on Ziggy'sThat was the message on Ziggy'sThat was the message on Ziggy's    
cellphone.cellphone.cellphone.cellphone.    
        
ZigZigZigZiggy was a ragged, emaciated,gy was a ragged, emaciated,gy was a ragged, emaciated,gy was a ragged, emaciated,    
demoralized soldier in a vast armydemoralized soldier in a vast armydemoralized soldier in a vast armydemoralized soldier in a vast army    
of homeless heroinof homeless heroinof homeless heroinof homeless heroin----addicted prostitutes.addicted prostitutes.addicted prostitutes.addicted prostitutes.    
        
She is dead now. I will miss her.She is dead now. I will miss her.She is dead now. I will miss her.She is dead now. I will miss her.    
But we will always have Oildale.But we will always have Oildale.But we will always have Oildale.But we will always have Oildale.    

            ----Larry MeggaziLarry MeggaziLarry MeggaziLarry Meggazi    

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Dad 
 

Father’s golden gifts 
life, lessons, laughter— 

and love rare-spoke 
but action-enunciated. 

 
A man before his time –- 

meditating, seeking, learning. 
Friend 

Philosopher 
Yogi 

Teacher 
Healer 
Father 

-Annis Cassells  
 



Apr 08 The Write Way 13 

The Writers of Kern 

 
WOK-Abouts: Clips, Quips, & Kudos 

Brags, boasts, and bravos – 
 
Camille Gavin will be at Barnes & Noble from 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 12. She’ll 
autograph copies of  two of her books-- Dear Cora: A Personal History of Bakersfield's Early 
Days and Biddy Mason: A Place of Her Own. Both were published in 2007. 

 
 

WOK Members’ Websites 
WOK members: Do you have a personal site you would like to list here? 

Annis Cassells: www.connectionsandconversations.com 
 Carol Black: www.publishedauthors.net/CarolBlack00 

Maggie Caldwell Smith: www.magpiepress.com  
Peg Connelly: www.grannywrites4kids.com 
Marilyn Meredith: http://fictionforyou.com  http://www.marilynmeredith.blogspot.com/ 
Sandy Moffett: www.sandymoffett.com 
Debra Blackmon: www.debrablackmon.com 
Susan K. Stewart: www.skstewart.com 
California Writers Club: www.calwriters.org/  
Writers of Kern: www.writersofkern.com  
Martin Gorsching: www.martinlgorsching.com 
 

Critique Groups 
Children’s Fiction/ Memoir/Non-fiction: Peg Connelly, 399-0423,  4th Mondays, 6:30pm, 
mispegg@aol.com 

Poetry:  contact Margie Custer custer@ix.netcom.com, 397-1273, for more information 

Fiction Writing Group (all fiction genres welcome): Carol Black & Bertie Warren, 832-9242 2nd  
Tuesday at 1:00 PM, 7105 School House Lane.  Nanab5@bak.rr.com . 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy: Joe Tomasi, 391-9124, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 PM, (currently closed to new members) 
jtomasi@bak.rr.com  

Screen Writing: Carol & Terry Baker-Willey, 588-4943, 4th Saturday 10 AM at the Barnes & Noble 
Café in the Barnes and Noble store on California Avenue. Cinehunden@juno.com 

 
Conferences, Contests, and Other Things

 

����A Room Of Her Own Foundation ( http://www.aroomofherownfoundation.org/)  

is dedicated to helping women artists achieve the privacy and  financial support 
necessary to pursue their art. To this end,  the foundation annually provides an 
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award of $50,000 to a woman  writer.  The foundation's 2009 Literary Gift of 
Freedom Award will be  given to an American woman writer who is a U.S. citizen 
and will  be living in the U.S. during the grant period.  
Acceptable genres for this grant are poetry, playwriting, creative nonfiction, and 
fiction. Visit the foundation's Web site for complete program guidelines. (Please 
note: The program requires an application fee.)  
http://fconline.foundationcenter.org/pnd/10012001/giftfreedom 
 
16th Annual Writer's Digest International Self-Published Book Awards  
Co-sponsored by Book Marketing Works, LLC 
CALL FOR ENTRIES  
MORE THAN $15,000 IN PRIZES!  
ENTRY DEADLINE: Thursday, May 01, 2008  
Win $3,000 in cash! Gain international exposure for your book! Catch the attention 
of prospective editors and publishers!  
Writer's Digest is searching for the best self-published books of the past few years. Whether 
you're a professional writer, part-time freelancer, or a self-starting student, here's your 
chance to enter the only competition exclusively for self-published books! 
 
THE CWC LITERARY ANTHOLOGY WANTS YOU! 
The CWC literary anthology is in the planning phase. This quality publication will be a 
venue for showcasing our members’ essays, fiction, poetry, and art. Interested in 
working with a talented and motivated committee of members to make the next CWC 
literary anthology a reality? 
Contact I.D. Levy at textractor@yahoo.com 
 
77th Annual Writer's Digest Writing Competition 
GRAND PRIZE: $3,000 cash and a trip to New York City to meet with editors or agents. Entry 
Deadline: Thursday, May 15, 2008. https://www.writersdigest.com/contests/annual/77th/ 
 
7th Annual Pleasanton Poetry, Prose & Arts Festival 
Saturday & Sunday, April 5 & 6, 2008  
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd Pleasanton, CA  94566 
Join us for a weekend celebration of poetry, prose, and visual arts.  One or two day 
workshops offered.  
Sponsored by the Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council (PCAC) and the City of Pleasanton. 
 On-line brochure and registration form available at: 
 www.PleasantonArts.org 
 
WERGLE FLOMP HUMOR POETRY CONTEST  (no fee) 
Seventh annual free contest with a special twist. Fifteen cash prizes  
totaling $3,336.40. Top prize $1,359. Submit one poem by April 1  
deadline. No entry fee. Winning entries published online. Judge: Jendi  
Reiter. Sponsored by Winning Writers. Winning Writers is proud to be  
one of "101 Best Websites for Writers" (Writer's Digest, 2005-2007).  
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Guidelines and online submission at http://www.winningwriters.com/wergle 
 
2008 Four Way Books Intro Prize In Poetry 
http://www.fourwaybooks.com/contest 
 
TOM HOWARD/JOHN H. REID SHORT STORY CONTEST 
Sixteenth year. August 15-March 31. Fourteen cash prizes totaling $5,250. Top prize $2,000.  
Seeks short stories, essays and other works of prose, up to 5,000 words. Winning entries 
published online. Both published and unpublished work accepted. Fee per entry is $12, payable 
to Winning Writers. Postmark deadline: March 31. Judges: J.H. Reid, D.C. Konrad. Submit  
online or by mail to Winning Writers, Attn: Tom Howard Short Story Contest, 351 Pleasant 
Street, PMB 222, Northampton, MA 01060. More information: 
http://www.winningwriters.com  
 
Maui Writer’s Spring Conference: March 30-April 8. Keynote speaker: Ron Howard 
www.mauiwriters.com 
 
The Muse Online Writers Conference: 
http://www.freewebs.com/themuseonlinewritersconference/ 
 
A good source for market, contest listings, etc 

www.writeradvice.com/markets.html 
 
Coffeehouse For Writers 
 http://www.coffeehouseforwriters.com/ 
“Coffeehouse for Writers is an internet-based community of writers from all genres.  There are 
more than ten thousand members all over the world including ships at sea!” 
 
Writer’s Relief Inc 

http://www.writersrelief.com 
“Writer's Relief, Inc. is a highly recommended author's submission service. Established in 
1994, Writer's Relief will help you target the best markets for your creative writing. Visit our 
Web site to receive our FREE Writers' Newsflash (today, via e-mail) which contains valuable 
leads, guidelines, and deadlines for writing in all genres."  
 
The third Antelope Valley Christian Writers' Conference is scheduled for May 2-3, 2008 
www.avwriters.com 

 

THIRD ANNUAL FLASH PROSE CONTEST SPONSORED BY WRITER ADVICE 
WriterAdvice, www.writeradvice.com, is searching for flash fiction, memoir, and creative non-
fiction that grabs, surprises, and mesmerizes readers in fewer than 750 words. If you have a 
complete story with a strong theme, sharp images, a solid structure, and an unexpected 
discovery, please submit it to the WriterAdvice Flash Prose Contest 

THREE SCREENWRITING MARKET LISTINGS 
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Lee Daniels Entertainment works in all aspects of entertainment, including film, 
television and theater. All nonagency scripts must be accompanied by a signed copy of 
their submission release form, which can be downloaded from their Web site. 
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/screenwriting_markets_ 
display.aspx? 
 
Shoreline Entertainment, Inc., is "looking for character driven films that are 
commercial as well as independent. Completed screenplays only. Especially looking for 
big-budget action, thrillers." 
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/screenwriting_markets_ 
display.aspx? 
 
Valeo Films does not want "projects that contain the following characteristics: 1 
character saves the world, SFX based, highly action based, extreme/grotesque 
violence, high sexual content, or strong explicit language." 
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/screenwriting_markets_ 
display.aspx? 
 

Cambridge Educational publishes 30-40 titles per year. The editors say, "We are known in the 
education industry for guidance-related and career search programs." Subjects include child 
guidance/parenting, cooking/foods/nutrition, education, health/medicine, money/finance, 
science, social sciences, career guidance and social studies. 
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book_publisher_display.aspx?marketid=180 
 
Chronicle Books publishes 175 titles per year. The editors say, "Our objective is to create and 
distribute exceptional publishing that is instantly recognizable for its spirit, creativity and value." 
Subjects include art/architecture, cooking/foods/nutrition, gardening, nature/environment, 
photography, recreation, regional, design, pop culture and interior design.  
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book_publisher_display.aspx?marketid=217 
 
Harvard Business School Press publishes 40-50 titles per year. The editors say, "We do not 
publish books on real estate, personal finance or business parables." However, they are looking 
for business, general management, strategy, leadership, marketing, innovation and human 
resources subjects. 
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book_publisher_display.aspx?marketid=419 
 

• © 2008, Writers of Kern 
• Opinions expressed herein are strictly those of the various authors  
• Contact The Writers of Kern or the editor of The Write Way for information regarding reprinting any of these articles.  

Articles are the property of the authors and The Write Way is pleased to publish them for this one time use. 
• Quotes used herein are found @ www.quotationspage.com/ and www.thinkexist.com 
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About Our Organization… 

Writers of Kern is one of fourteen branches of the California Writers 
Club. CWC was started by Jack London and fellow writers for the purpose 
of socializing together, and helping aspiring authors. 

The Writers of Kern was formed in 1993 by Helen Gordon (an English 
professor at Bakersfield College) with the help of underwriting from The 
Arts Council of Kern, to bring together professional and aspiring writers in 
a creative atmosphere, sharing their knowledge and skills through critique 
groups, general meetings, conferences and workshops. WOK became 
associated with the California Writers Club in 1995. 

We now have over 60 members in our club. 

Based in Bakersfield, Writers of Kern serves the western half of Kern 
County. Our sister branch, The Ridge Writers, based in Ridgecrest, serves 
the eastern half. 
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