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Regular meetings are the 3rd Saturday of the month, 10:00 to noon  at
Wyndham Gardens Hotel, 3001 Buck Owens Blvd, Bakersfield, CA

Announcing:
Ant hol ogy  II I

COPI ES  STI LL  AVAI LABLE
Our  Antholo gy  III is  no w  available.   The  price  is  $ 12.00
each.  If you  have  any  questio ns,  or  wish  to  place  a n  order,
e-mail  mispeg g@ao l.co m , or  call  399-0423.  From  the
preview,  it looks  like  this  wil l  be  our  best  one  ye t.

JUNE MEETING:
IT'S  OUR ANNUAL  SUMMER  BIRTHDAY  PARTY

DINNER
Place:  Rocket  Shop  Cafe

2000  Sth  Union  Ave,  5:30  PM
Please note: the dinner takes the place of our regularly scheduled meeting.

***
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Members  Write
Contributions from fellow WOKers

Presidents’ Column
Carol Black

Presidents’ Column
Carol Black

Our May meeting was busy.  We got a lot of things done,
plus we had several visitors and one new member in
attendance.  Our visitors and new member took an active part

in the meeting and we are hoping that the visitors will become members and that
our new one will continue to attend our meetings.

For those of you who could not be in attendance, we had a couple of issues
on the table.  One was the budget.  Publishing Anthology III drained our bank
account to almost nil.  The printer threw us a curve and we still owe $900.
Therefore… we need all of you good people out there to buy as many copies as
you can.  I bought ten, as did several of the board members.  What do you do with
so many?  I gave them to my family.  I’m assuming they will want to at least (!)
read my submission.  There will be copies for sale at the June dinner at Rocket
Shop Café on June 21st.  Also, remember to bring a short piece (10 minutes) to read
after dinner.  

Another aide to our bank account is that club dues become payable the end
of June.  I’m sending mine in early to help the cause.  They can be mailed to
WOK, P.O. Box 22335, Bakersfield, 93390. 

The last issue to solve at the meeting was what to do about the $150
(includes coffee and water) it costs to meet in that beautiful room at the Wyndham
Hotel.  Rather than find a less agreeable place to meet, the group decided that each
member and visitor will pay $10 per meeting.  Many other clubs charge that and/or
more per meeting, so it is not out of line.  The Writer’s of Kern have been fortunate
up until now, but with the economy the way it is, it’s not surprising.  

The May speaker was author, Diana Crawford.  She has published seventeen
novels, has worked with and without agents, and shared her wealth of knowledge.  

Keep in mind that we meet at 10:00 a.m. from now on.
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Abandoned-By-The-Sea

Part 8
Joe Tomasi

As our plans solidified for the move to Oregon, it occurred to us that
we didn’t have enough capital to finance the move, or enough to live

on until that first paycheck. So, after picking our brains, trying to come up with any source of
ready cash, our sights fell on my State Teacher’s Retirement. We immediately got the papers and
filled them out. A representative from STRS called me and asked that I think twice before
depleting my eight year savings. Even though he politely gave me the “You’ll be sorry” story, I
went ahead, after all, that $7,000 was mighty appealing. My principal, Jerry, tried to dissuade me
from emptying my retirement fund, but I told him we were never coming back to California—
never. (What is that saying about never saying never?) Well, in spite of the advice, we soon had
the check in hand and were ready to go.

Since we were moving into a new home, we carefully went through our belongings and pared
them down as much as we could. We then contracted a local mover to load and ship our things to
California. Even though they were to load the day after we left, under the scrutiny of our family,
Debbie and I laughed that the moving van would probably pass us on the way north and we
wouldn’t be there to receive the goods. When we voiced our concerns to the representative, he
assured us that in the event of such a happening, our belongings would be stored in Coos Bay
until they were needed, so there was really no need to worry.

So, with plenty of cash, we loaded our tiny Ford Fiesta with suitcases and our unhappily drugged
cat, JB. Just before we left, Alex and Diane came by to wish us well, and to remind us of the
promise to “watch” the theater until they arrived at the end of the summer. In the midst of all our
excitement, I had nearly forgotten that rash promise, but since Debbie was so positive that we
could do it, I smiled and kept my mouth shut.

The trip to Oregon was pretty uneventful. We marveled at the wonderful scenery, the wide open
spaces, the breathtaking views. It was late one evening that we rolled into Coos Bay, just twenty
miles north of Bandon. It was late and the movers were not open, so we got a motel and settled
down for the night. The next morning, we ate an early breakfast and Debbie then called Peggy. I
stood outside the phone booth while Debbie talked. When I saw the smile fade from my wife’s
face, I knew we were in trouble. After talking for five minutes, she hung up the phone and
slowly came out.

“The house isn’t finished,” she blurted out.

“What?” I shrieked, “So what do we do now?”

“Don’t worry,” Debbie said, “Peggy has it all under control.”
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That control was the apartment she had rented for us. It was reasonably priced, but the catch was
that it was unfurnished. We regrouped and decided that we would have to get into our belongings
and remove enough to use in the apartment. While we waited for Peggy to meet us at the motel, I
quickly called the local branch of the moving company, and explained that we needed to get into
our things. Well, it appeared that, our load not only wasn’t there, it hadn’t even left California. I
went ballistic, but the representative kept his cool, stated that we would have to wait until he
notified us, then hung up. Now, it was my turn to bring bad tidings. When I told Debbie that it
was a double whammy, I saw her resolve falter for the first time in this entire enterprise.
However, we decided to find a K-Mart and buy only what we would need for a few days. Of
course, we were banking on the idea that our house would be finished within days.

When we met Peggy, she announced that the “charming” apartment was actually the third floor
of an old Victorian house, high atop Coos Bay’s Telegraph Hill, which sounded interesting
enough. Besides, what choices did we have? We were new to town with no where to stay--we
had to make the best of the situation. After driving up a windy road, we arrived at the house,
which looked like a set from Psycho. We paid the rent to the dour looking couple, then used the
outside staircase to bring our pitifully few belongings up to the apartment. What we had been
told was a third floor actually was a converted attic with a few dormers and sloping ceilings.
After a few bumps to the head, we learned very quickly that it was best to walk in the middle of
each room. We put JB into the bathroom with his litter box, food, and water, so he would feel
right at home. From a large storage closet in the apartment we pulled a lumpy mattress, and after
one look at the cramped bedroom, we drug the mattress into the living room. Then, without even
going off to buy sheets, we flopped down on the dusty mattress and instantly fell asleep.
Exhausted, a little shaken, but determined not to let Oregon break us, we slept until dawn.

***

 UNDER “COUCH” ARREST
By Sandy Moffett

My recent foot surgery kept me rooted to the sofa for longer than I care
to admit.  It is amazing however, the things a forced down time has
caused me to see… things I have forgotten in the busy-ness of life.  Here
are just a few of my revelations. 

� There is always time in life to read a good book, even if it comes
while sitting in an unflattering gown in the surgical pre-op.

� It is not a character flaw to accept help from others.  A gift is a
blessing, not only to the recipient, but to the giver as well.  

� The house will not collapse around me if the floor is not vacuumed and my fear of people
gasping at the layer of dust on the tables has gone unfounded.  That or my friends are just
too classy to mention it… either way, not all bad.
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� It is possible to watch too much HGTV.  I have mentally redecorated my home so many
times that I need a bigger place to house all of my ideas.

� My husband does a lot more around here than I give him credit for and he makes a mean
beef Stroganoff without any input from me.

� My children have grown up to be caring human beings who will come to visit their ailing
mother, even if I can’t feed them.

� And most importantly, there is much in life to be thankful for.  Sometimes you just have
to prop your feet up and sit still long enough to see it.

***
Marty’s Muse
Something to think about . . .
June 2008 

Well, I’m back, from perhaps the shortest retirement in history.

There was a tremendous outcry when I announced my intention of
handing-over editorship of this newsletter. Words of regret,
encouragement, commiseration, protest flowed in. There were even one
or two threats of bodily harm from persons unnamed who absolutely did
not want me to leave for fear they would be called upon to take over the
helm. Little did I realize how far the repercussions would rebound. I
even received an e-mail from someone in Nigeria who was willing to
transfer large sums of money to my checking account if I would stay on
as editor. I soon realized my flirtation with anonymity was over.

So I juggled what needed to be juggled, rescheduled what needed to be rescheduled, dropped
what needed to be dropped, and agreed to stay on. Sometimes things don’t work out. Sometimes
they don’t work out the way you expected. So, I’m back—good, bad, or indifferent, I’m back.

Happy writing! Marty “Here-we-go-again” Gorsching

Here are four websites I find useful, when questions of grammar and usage come up:
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm
http://ace.acadiau.ca/english/grammar/index.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.grammarerrors.com/siteindex.html

WOK- Abouts:  Clips,  Quips,  &  Kudos
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Brags,  boasts,  and  bravos  –
If you sent me an announcement and it is not here, please send it again and I will send
out a follow-up email to the membership

WOK  Members’  Websites
WOK members: Do you have a personal site you would like to list here?

Annis Cassells: www.connectionsandconversations.com
Carol Black:  www.publishedauthors.net/CarolBlack00
Maggie Caldwell Smith: www.magpiepress.com 
Peg Connelly: www.grannywrites4kids.com
Marilyn Meredith : http://fictionforyou.com  http://www.marilynmeredith.blogspot.com/
Sandy Moffett: www.sandymoffett.com
Debra Blackmon: www.debrablackmon.com
Susan K. Stewart: www.skstewart.com
California Writers Club:  www.calwriters.org/ 
Writers of Kern:  www.writersofkern.com 
Martin Gorsching : www.martinlgorsching.com

Critique  Groups
Children’s Fiction/ Memoir/Non-fiction : Peg Connelly, 399-0423,  4th Mondays, 6:30pm,
mispegg@aol.com

Poetry:  contact Margie Custer custer@ix.netcom.com, 397-1273, for more information

Fiction Writing Group (all fiction genres welcome): Carol Black & Bertie Warren, 832-9242 2nd
Tuesday at 1:00 PM, 7105 School House Lane.  Nanab5@bak.rr.com .

Sci-Fi/Fantasy: Joe Tomasi, 391-9124, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 PM, (currently closed to new members)
jtomasi@bak.rr.com 

Screen Writing: Carol & Terry Baker-Willey, 588-4943, 4th Saturday 10 AM at the Barnes & Noble
Café in the Barnes and Noble store on California Avenue. Cinehunden@juno.com

Conferences,  Contests,  and  Other  Things

THE CWC LITERARY ANTHOLOGY WANTS YOU!
The CWC literary anthology is in the planning phase. This quality publication will be a
venue for showcasing our members’ essays, fiction, poetry, and art. Interested in
working with a talented and motivated committee of members to make the next CWC
literary anthology a reality?
Contact I.D. Levy at textractor@yahoo.com

2008 Four Way Books Intro Prize In Poetry
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http://www.fourwaybooks.com/contest

The Muse Online Writers Conference:
http://www.freewebs.com/themuseonlinewritersconfere nce/

A good source for market, contest listings, etc
www.writeradvice.com/markets.html

Coffeehouse For Writers
 http://www.coffeehouseforwriters.com/
“Coffeehouse for Writers is an internet-based community of writers from all genres.  There are
more than ten thousand members all over the world including ships at sea!”

Writer’s Relief Inc
http://www.writersrelief.com
“Writer's Relief, Inc. is a highly recommended author's submission service. Established in
1994, Writer's Relief will help you target the best markets for your creative writing. Visit our
Web site to receive our FREE Writers' Newsflash (today, via e-mail) which contains valuable
leads, guidelines, and deadlines for writing in all genres." 

FLASH PROSE CONTEST SPONSORED BY WRITER ADVICE
WriterAdvice, www.writeradvice.com, is searching for flash fiction, memoir, and creative non-
fiction that grabs, surprises, and mesmerizes readers in fewer than 750 words. If you have a
complete story with a strong theme, sharp images, a solid structure, and an unexpected
discovery, please submit it to the WriterAdvice Flash Prose Contest

Cambridge Educational  publishes 30-40 titles per year. The editors say, "We are known in the

education industry for guidance-related and career search programs." Subjects include child

guidance/parenting, cooking/foods/nutrition, education, health/medicine, money/finance,

science, social sciences, career guidance and social studies.

http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book_publisher_display.aspx?marketid=180

Chronicle Books  publishes 175 titles per year. The editors say, "Our objective is to create and

distribute exceptional publishing that is instantly recognizable for its spirit, creativity and value."

Subjects include art/architecture, cooking/foods/nutrition, gardening, nature/environment,

photography, recreation, regional, design, pop culture and interior design. 

http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book_publisher_display.aspx?marketid=217

Harvard Business School Press  publishes 40-50 titles per year. The editors say, "We do not

publish books on real estate, personal finance or business parables." However, they are looking

for business, general management, strategy, leadership, marketing, innovation and human

resources subjects.

The Writers of Kern



June 08 The Write Way 8

http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book_publisher_display.aspx?marketid=419

© 2008, Writers of Kern

· Opinions expressed herein are strictly those of the various authors 
· Contact The Writers of Kern  or the editor of The Write Way for information regarding reprinting any of these

articles.  Articles are the property of the authors and The Write Way is pleased to publish them for this one time use.

· Quotes used herein are found @ www.quotationspage.com/ and www.thinkexist.com
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About Our Organization…

Writers of Kern  is one of fourteen branches of the California Writers
Club. CWC was started by Jack London and fellow writers for the purpose
of socializing together, and helping aspiring authors.

The Writers of Kern  was formed in 1993 by Helen Gordon (an English
professor at Bakersfield College) with the help of underwriting from The
Arts Council of Kern, to bring together professional and aspiring writers in
a creative atmosphere, sharing their knowledge and skills through critique
groups, general meetings, conferences and workshops. WOK became
associated with the California Writers Club in 1995.

We now have over 60 members in our club.

Based in Bakersfield, Writers of Kern serves the western half of Kern
County. Our sister branch, The Ridge Writers, based in Ridgecrest,
serves the eastern half.
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