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Wyndham Gardens Hotel, 3001 Buck Owens Blvd, Bakersfield, CA

Announcing:

Anthology 1l
CODIES AVAILADBLE NOW!

Our Anthology (Ul Ls now avatlable. The price is $12.00 each. if

you have any questions, or wish to place an order, e-mail
mispegg@aol.com, or call 399-0423. From the preview, it looks Like this will be
our best one Yet.

— 1 NEW MEETING LOCATION:
POt = Wyndham Garden Hotel
forget || 3001 Buck Owens Blvd

Bakersfield, CA
=>» Note: New meeting time: 10:00AM




=> Make plans now to attend our annual summertime birthday
celebration on June 21, which will be held in place of our regular
meeting that month. The dinner party will be at the Rocket Shop Café,
2000 S. Union Ave. (at the Municipal Airport), and will cost $20 per
person. Please fill out_and return the reservation form

below. If you cannot send money now, at least send the form to let us
know you are coming so we have a head count to give the caterer.
(Reserving a seat ensures choice of entrée) More details will be
forthcoming.

I will attend the party June 21. Please reserve seating for:

Me_ v and guest(s)
Total reservations x $2000each=%___
Name

Please remit to:
Writers of Kern
PO Box 22335
Bakersfield, CA 93390-2335




Local Authors Rusty Shoop, Camille Gavin, Peg Connelly, Donnalee Huffman
and More to Read at the Beale!

In honor of the Beale Memorial Library’s 20" Anniversary, local authors and
members of the Writers of Kern will be reading and discussing their work at the Beale
Memorial Library (Truxtun at S st.) throughout the first week of May, starting May 1.

For more information call (661) 868-0712

Membere Write
Contributione from fellow WOKere

Presidents’ Column
Carol Black
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[We laugh along with Joe as the reality of his spontaneous impulses
sinks in...]
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Cool night.
A duwn colored vetl hung over the street.
nside,
the bar Looked like long sunken lights
floated up through midnight pools of darkness.
Youthful magic hung in the atr.
The dingy bar brightened
bn anticipation
of the meeting
of fate and the good Life;
an Lntersection between words,
a bartender and a poet.

The female bartender Loves the words
the poet reads to her.
She is putty.
She meelts.
She leans over the bar,
hawnds on chin,
Looks into his eyes
and her new breasts
hung like grapefruit on display.

The poet concentrates,
reaols,
and feels happy
like a blind mawn tn a brothel.
He is wise and sophisticated.
She s beautiful,
young,
anad Loves love.
The old poet and the Yyoung bartender connect.
The attraction was as swift
and deadly as the cobra.




This is the power of the worol-
the deep word.

The olo poet knows that Kona coffee,
Early wmorning mists off trees
anol enjoying the moment
are some of the joys of old age.
maging what might have been,
Awnd starring in the drama tn his head
are the consequences
of poetic castle-building.

Good tequila,

a pleasant big chested woman
hanging own every worol-
this makes the poet happy.

The bartender exhales through azalea pink Lips.
If she loves poets,
it is because she s mao famous
by the gift of their work.
She is the evening star-
serenest of all stavs.

The poet and the bartender kinow
their joy is a bargain with the Devil.

They walk on eggshell shoes.
Towmorrow, ordinary problems of Life will return:
leaky toilets,
flatulence,
and wrecked cars-

a fate like cancer.

Townilght, the bartender rests her heart
b the poet’s secure harbor.
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Marty’s Muse
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WOK-Aboute: Clipe, Quipe, 8 Kudoe

Brage, boagte, and bravos -
Miss Peg: Peg Connelly, Book signing, May 24, 1:00-4:00 PM, Russo’s Books, The
Marketplace

Lucinda Soria: A tip 0’ the editor’s hat and a hearty “Thank you!” to Lucinda for being
the driving force behind this year’s Writers of Kern Anthology

WOK Membere’ Webcgiteg
WOK members: Do you have a personal site you would like to list here?
Annis Cassells: -+ !
Carol Black: 3 #
Maggie Caldwell Smith: 1) 1
Peg Connelly: ) D * 1
Marilyn Meredith" "5 1 95 ! ! ) L
Sandy Moffett: "1 L
Debra Blackmon: " L |
Susan K. Stewart: 1
California Writers Club: )S
Writers of Kern: !
Martin Gorsching" 1 ) ) !
Critique Groupe
Children’s Fiction/ Memoir/Non-fiction: Peg Connelly, -661 D - D b K'- 1
1 NT !
Poetry: Margie Custer TE ' T 61 :- L 1
Fiction Writing Group (all fiction genres welcome): Carol Black & Bertie Warren, - 16 D -
- 9 1 J( 2 & G JT !
Sci-Fi/Fantasy: Joe Tomasi, -6 16 D u-- - 9 4 - 11 7
=1 T 1
Screen Writing: Carol & Terry Baker-Willey,J 1D6D- D ( ° UG
#V "G # + # . !

Conferencee, Contecte, and Other Thinge

‘/A Room Of Her Own Foundation ( http://www.aroomofherownfoundation.org/)

is dedicated to helping women artists achieve the privacy and financial support
necessary to pursue their art. To this end, the foundation annually provides an
award of $50,000 to a woman writer. The foundation's 2009 Literary Gift of




Freedom Award will be given Yo an American woman writer who is a U.S. citizen
and will be living in the U.S. during the grant period.

Acceptable genres for this grant are poetry, playwriting, creative nonfiction, and
fiction. (Please note: The program requires an application fee.)

http://fconline.foundationcenter.orqg/pnd/10012001/giftfreedom
Registration is now open for the 2008 BookExpo America/Writer's Digest
Books Writers Conference

Wednesday, May 28, 2008,

Los Angeles Convention Center

1201 S Figueroa Street

Los Angeles, CA 90015
http://www.bookexpoamerica.com/en-us/writersconference.cfm

THE CWC LITERARY ANTHOLOGY WANTS YOU!

The CWC literary anthology is in the planning phase. This quality publication will be a
venue for showcasing our members’ essays, fiction, poetry, and art. Interested in
working with a talented and motivated committee of members to make the next CWC
literary anthology a reality?

Contact I.D. Levy at textractor@yahoo.com

7Z7th Annual Writer's Digest Writing Competition
GRAND PRIZE: B- - G A # 1 " ) Entry

Deadline: Thursday, May 15, 2008. N D) LN S
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2008 Four Way Books Intro Prize In Poetry
http://www.fourwavbooks.com/contest

TOM HOWARD/JOHN H. REID SHORT STORY CONTEST
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The Muse Online Writers Conference:
http://www.freewebs.com/themuseonlinewritersconference

A good source for market, contest listings, etc
"+ 15! !

Coffeehouse For Writers

http://www.coffeehouseforwriters.com/

“Coffeehouse for Writers is an internet-based community of writers from all genres. There are
more than ten thousand members all over the world including ships at sea!”




Writer’s Relief Inc
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Lee Daniels Entertainment works in all aspects of entertainment, including film,
television and theater. All nonagency scripts must be accompanied by a signed copy of
their submission release form, which can be downloaded from their Web site.
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/screenwriting _markets

display.aspx?

Shoreline Entertainment, Inc., is "looking for character driven films that are
commercial as well as independent. Completed screenplays only. Especially looking for
big-budget action, thrillers."
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/screenwriting_markets

display.aspx?

Valeo Films does not want "projects that contain the following characteristics: 1
character saves the world, SFX based, highly action based, extreme/grotesque
violence, high sexual content, or strong explicit language.”
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/screenwriting_markets

display.aspx?

Cambridge Educational publishes 30-40 titles per year. The editors say, "We are known in the
education industry for guidance-related and career search programs." Subjects include child
guidance/parenting, cooking/foods/nutrition, education, health/medicine, money/finance,
science, social sciences, career guidance and social studies.
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book publisher display.aspx?marketid=180

Chronicle Books publishes 175 titles per year. The editors say, "Our objective is to create and
distribute exceptional publishing that is instantly recognizable for its spirit, creativity and value."




Subjects include art/architecture, cooking/foods/nutrition, gardening, nature/environment,
photography, recreation, regional, design, pop culture and interior design.
http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book publisher display.aspx?marketid=217

Harvard Business School Press publishes 40-50 titles per year. The editors say, "We do not
publish books on real estate, personal finance or business parables." However, they are looking
for business, general management, strategy, leadership, marketing, innovation and human
resources subjects.

http://www.writersmarket.com/Search/book publisher display.aspx?marketid=419

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
I<E 1 I L ! I T LA

The 2009 edition of Songwriter's Market is accepting pitch submissions for articles geared
toward the music industry. Articles should be 1,500-2,500 words. Pays on acceptance. Pitches
only to Greg Hatfield, editor, at greg.hatfield@fwpubs.com.

Vertigo seeking new graphic novels: In addition to announcing several new original graphic
novels, DC's Vertigo imprint also announced a new push to acquire graphic novels.

M Muncie Magazine: city magazine launches: Launched by Indiana's The Star Press, M
Muncie Magazine is a new quarterly magazine with a focus on the Muncie, Indiana area.

Positively Green: environmental magazine to launch: Debuting in August, Positively Green
will be a national women's quarterly magazine with a "green" twist.
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